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Cabinet  

Held on Tuesday 28 September 2021 

(In person in The Salford Suite, Civic Centre, Chorley Road, Swinton, Salford)  

Present 

Tracy Kelly   Statutory Deputy City Mayor (in the Chair) 

Lead Members: 

Jim Cammell   Children’s and Young People’s Services 
David Lancaster, MBE       Environment, Neighbourhoods and Community Safety 

Mike McCusker                  Planning and Sustainable Development 

Executive Support Members (at the invitation of the City Mayor):  

Barbara Bentham               Workforce and Industrial Relations 

John Walsh                         Education and Learning 
Jack Youd                           Procurement and Social Value 

Officers: 

Muna Abdel Aziz  Director of Public Health 
Debbie Brown   Strategic Director Service Reform 
Sam Betts    Assistant Director of Human Resources & OD 

Joanne Hardman  Chief Finance Officer 
Jacquie Russell  Assistant Director Strategy & Change 

Tom Stannard                    Chief Executive 
Dave Wilcock  Interim City Solicitor 
John Wooderson  Head of Service Urban Renewal 

Liz Wright                           Democratic Service Officer 
 
Public: None. 

1. Apologies for absence 

Apologies were received from The City Mayor Paul Dennett, Councillor Sharmina 

August, Councillor Damian Bailey, Councillor Stephen Coen, Councillor Philip 

Cusack, Councillor Roger Jones, Councillor Sophia Linden and Councillor John 

Merry.  

2. Declarations of interest 

There were no declarations of interest. 

3. Minutes of proceedings 

Approval of the minutes was moved by Councillor John Walsh and seconded by 

Councillor Barbara Bentham. 

Resolved: That, the minutes of the meeting held on 27.07.21 were approved as a 

correct record. 
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4. GM Minimum Licensing Standards driver/operator/Local Authority 
Standards (Stage 1) 

The Lead Member (LM) for Planning and Sustainable Development (Councillor Mike 
McCusker), introduced the report and made the following comments. 

 The report outlines the proposals for Greater Manchester (GM)  for the Minimum 

Licensing Standards for hackney carriages and private hire vehicles as they 
related to licensed drivers, licensed operators and the local authority. The 

standards would promote consistency across GM and Salford was already in a 
very good position as the licensing standards were already high. 

 This report was stage 1 and a further report would be presented that specifically 

dealt with the vehicles themselves.  

 Extensive consultation had taken place on the proposals presented in the report. 

 The LM commended the report to the Cabinet. 
  

The Head of Service for Urban Renewal (John Wooderson), outlined the report and 

highlighted the following: 

 The report was stage 1 of the approval of minimum standards and that applied 

specially to drivers, operators and the Local Authority.  There would be a stage 2 
report that would deal with the standards for vehicles that would be presented for 

approval at a future Cabinet meeting. 

 Salford was very well positioned for implementing these Greater Manchester 
(GM) standards as many were already in practice. 

 Key proposals included: 
o Asking drivers to sign up for the online Disclosure and Barring Service (DBS) 

criminal records checks. It was confirmed that all criminal records processes 
were in place and compliant with the regulations but this addition would allow 
for quick online checks of drivers’ status.  Operators who had access to 

personal data would also be required to have criminal records checks. 
o All drivers would require medicals, to take knowledge test and have a spoken 

English test. All of these were already in place in Salford but they would be 
implemented across GM under these standards, so ensure consistency 
across the region. 

o Safeguarding procedures would be consistent across GM, ensuring the same 
high standards. 

o There would be a driver’s dress code of smart casual and that would promote 
a good impression of the city and GM to visitors and residents. 

o There would be a standard timeframe for processing applications and Salford 

already met the standard for this.   
o Training and development for licensing panel members would be required and 

a minimum requirement set out.  Salford already met the standards. 
o There would be a shared approach to fee setting across GM.  This would not 

mean all fees would be the same but the same criteria would be used. 

 There would enable a consistent standards and enforcement across GM. 
 

The Statutory Deputy City Mayor (SDCM) invited questions and comments from 

Cabinet members. 

 The LM for Environment, Neighbourhoods and Community Safety commented 

that a lot of work had gone into getting to this place, including the consultations 
with stakeholders and congratulated all staff involved and thanked Councillor 
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Warmisham and Tim Cook Regulatory Strategy Lead Practitioner, for their 
leadership on this project. 

 
The Statutory Deputy City Mayor (SDCM) read out the recommendations from the 
report as follows: 

 

 That the City Mayor approves the proposals for Greater Manchester Minimum 

Licensing Standards for hackney carriages and private hire vehicles as they 
relate to licensed drivers, licensed operators and the local authority, as a key 
decision. 

 
All those in attendance approved the recommendation. 

 
Resolved:  That the Statutory Deputy City Mayor (SDCM), in consultation with 

Cabinet, approved the proposals for Greater Manchester Minimum Licensing 

Standards for hackney carriages and private hire vehicles as they relate to licensed 
drivers, licensed operators and the local authority, as a key decision. 

5. Any other business 

There were no items of any other business raised. 


